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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

The danger to life and hardships imposed on travelers by lack of port 

quarantine facilities. 

The report on international quarantine, adopted by the Pan-American 
Medical Congress in the City of Mexico, November, 1896, provided 
among other measures, that each government should maintain quar- 
antine stations at its domestic ports. That this provision is essential 
not only for protecting the several countries from the introduction of 
contagious disease, but as an act of justice to the crews and passengers 
of an infected ship, is instanced by the narration in the annual report 
of the Marine-Hospital Service for 1893, Volume II, pages 7 and 8, of 
the experience of the four vessels which left Naples while cholera was 
prevalent there for ports in South America. Developing cholera en 
route, they were not allowed to land at the port of arrival, but were 
obliged to return to Naples, many deaths from cholera occurring on the 
return voyage. 

A similar instance of the injustice to passengers and crew by reason 
of the lack of quarantine stations with facilities for the care of an 
infected ship, is narrated below ; the infection in this instance being 
yellow fever and the vessel being refused harbor at port after port on 
the west coast of South America, the passengers being subjected to the 
dangers of yellow-fever infection with no possibility of escape from the 
vessel for a period of more than one month. 

Lack of quarantine stations on the west coast of South America. 

New York, March 18, 1901. 
Sir : Eeferring to our conversation relative to the utter absence of 
quarantine stations on the west coast of South America and the impera- 
tive need for the establishment of same, I concluded that the best way 
to put you in full possession of the facts was to obtain a written state- 
ment from Mr. Archer Harman, managing director of the Ecuadorian 
Association, Limited, who are now building the Guayaquil and Quito 
Bailroad, which I have the pleasure to inclose herein. Mr. Harman' s 
letter shows the imperative need of the establishment of stations to pro- 
tect the lives of our citizens. On board the vessel to which he refers 
were a number of American gentlemen and ladies. Further comment 
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